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AX DOMESTIC CHAT. 


BY MRS. HELEN C. KNIGHT. 


_ 


“This is pleasant! ” e i 
young husband, taking his cut oaityih re 
rocking chair, as the tea things be 5s 
moved. The fire glowed in the grate ah 
—— a prettily and neatly furnished’ eit- 
groom; with all the appliances of com 
fort. The fatiguing business of the d ; 
= over, and he sat enjoying, what he had 
ae been anticipating, the delights of his 
n fireside. His pretty wife, Esther, took 
her work and sat down by the table. 
nab is pleasant to have a home of one’s 
own,” he said again, taking a satisfact 
survey of his snug little quarters. The wad 
_rainbeat against the windows, and i 
thought he felt really grateful for all his 
Pre! = comforts. . 
ah a if we only had a piano!” said 
“cc . . : 
~ sive me the music of your sweet voice 
efore all the pianos in creation,” he d 
clared, complimentary; despite a cert _ 
roe disappointment that his wife’s Rank. 
i a happily chime with his nite 
nat’ mena" we want one for our friends,” 
e po our friends come and see us, and 
wet lear a piano BER eTed the hus- 
‘“ ane Ft 
te a) Georgé, every body has a piano 
w-a-days ; we don’t go any where with- 
out seeing a piano,” persisted the wife 
“And yet I don’t know what we wa 
one for ; you will have no time to pla rt 
one, and | don’t want to hear it.” Sem, 
bie ah nei are 0 fashionable. I think 
a ee s ‘really naked without one.” 
~ ink it looks just right.” 
‘1 think it looks very. naked—we wa 
a-piano, shockingly,” . protested Esth : 
emphatically, : my 
The husband rocked violently. ‘* Your 
amp smokes, my dear,” he said, after 
long pause. Ba le 
"a * gs are you going to get an astral 
os. oe told you a dozen times how — 
Hg pore need one,”’ said Esther, pettishly. 
pee at te very pretty lamps—I never 
pores y an astral lamp,” declaghg. the 
- ‘Those will do, but you know ever 
abies wants au astral lamp.” f 
ec sheep i the prettiest of the 
ey aw; they were bought at B 


} 
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& %, 


se 
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Whee 4 } 5 
ehé. But, George, I do not think ou 
complete without an astral Jam 
ve Pies sparelys They are so fashi | 
all ‘ave aire ta S> and B S; and. 
“We ought’ to, if we take pattern by 
ses, and 1 don’t see 


other people’s expen 
any reason for that.” ‘Ihe husband moved 
uneasily in bis chair. 
“We want to live as others 
Esther. 
«We want to live 
Esther!” exclaimed George. 


cA Od 
e fol P03 
tbe lboct C 


live,” said 


within our means, 


«Tam sure I should think we could 

afford it as well.as the B———s an L—s, SY 

and many others E might mention. We do | Vz tg pats 
Be > 


not wish to appear mean.” 


George’s cheek crimsoned. “Mean! I ied 
am mot mean!” he cried angrily. fh SI” y, SS 
“Phen we do not wish to appear so,” | pgp tt l* 

said the wife... * To complete this room, ig ™, 

and make it look hke other people, we : . 


dan astral lamp.” 
ant !?? muttered the 


isfying woman’s 
d he abruptly 


want a plano an 
«We want—we W 
husband ;>!¢there’s no-sat 
wants, du what you may,” an 
left the room. 
“flow many 


husbands are in a similar di- 
lemma! How many homes and husbands 
are rendered uncomfortable by the constant 
dissatisfaction of a wife with present come 


forts. and present provisions: How many 
for business have ended 


in order to satisfy 
after fashionable 
Could the real cause of many 
, it would be found 
penditures at home 
e demands of fasb- 


, 


alae 


necessaries. 
a failure be made kno 
to result from useless 
—expenses to answer 1 
ion, and “ what will people think 1” 
«My wife has made my fortuue,”’ sai? 
gentleman of great possessions, o— 


thrift, prudence, and cheerfulness 


os aon 
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